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meaning is that this Codicill or Scheduall ... be and be adjudged to 
be part and p'rcell of my Said last will & Testam't, and that all things 
herein contayned and mentioned be faithfully and truly performed 
as fully and amply in every Respect as if the same were so declared 
and set down in my S'd last will and Testament. In witness here of 
I have here unto Sett my hand and affixed my Seal this nth day of 
3-m called May 1697. 

John Pleasants, 

Ent'red upon Record by order of Court upon the prayorr of Mrs. 
Jane Pleasants. 

Sign'd Seal'd and Del'rd by the Subscriber as his act & Deed in 
pr'sence of 

P James Cocke, CI. Curt. 

(to be continued) 



THE BROOKE FAMILY. 

By Prof. St. George Tucker Brooke, Morgantown, W. Va. 

(continued) 

Will of Samuel Thacker. 

In the name of God, I Samuel Thacker of the county of Essex &c. 
Item. I give & bequeath unto Robert Brook (a) one gold ring, twenty 
shillings price. Item, I give unto his ton Robert Brooke (i) a ring of 
the same value. Item, I give unto Mary Brooke (c) daughter of Robert 
Brooke, my God daughter all my land & plantation at the Range and 
my two Negros, Tony & Meretto, to be delivered to her at her day of 
marriage or my wife's death, which shall first happen &c. Item, I give 
unto my servant, John Glary one year of his time. Item, I give unto 
Eleanor Merritt, provided she stays till her time of service is expired, 
&c, &c. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand & seal seale this six- 
teenth of December, 17 12. 

Sam. Thacker [Seale.] 

Signed, sealed & delivered in the presence — Test : Geo. McCall, 
Martha Parker, Ro. Brooke (a). 

At a Court held for Essex county the 9th day of October, 1713, &c, &c. 
Test : Richard Buckner CI. Cur. A copy, Teste : H. South- 
worth, Clerk Circuit Court of Essex county, Va. 

This will of Samuel Thacker is important from the point of view of 
the Brooke historico-genealogy, because it alone entirely refutes the 
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statement of Judge Francis T. Brooke, in his "A Narrative of My Life," 
that his grandfather, Robert Brooke, Jr., a Knight of the Golden Shoe, 
came to this country " at the time Governor Spotswood came, about the 
year 77/5 "; but there is just as strong documentary evidence to annihi- 
late Judge Brooke's statement. Governor Spotswood came to Virginia 
in 77/0. The records of Essex county prove that Robert Brooke, Sr., 
was commissioned a justice of the peace by Governor Nicholson in 1692, 
and served on the bench of the County Court until 1708. a) The records 
of Essex county prove that Robert Brooke, Jr., (b) was "the eldest son 
and heir at law" of the said Robert Brooke, Sr.; and the records of 
Essex county prove that the said Robert Brooke, Jr., the Knight of the 
Golden Shoe, was Deputy Clerk in Essex county in iyoo\c) Probably 
Robert Brooke, Sr., and his brother (?) Richard Brooke (d) were sons of 
Willaim Brooke, clerk of Essex in 1665 ; (e) or lineal descendants from 
" Robert Brooke, who is said to have come to Virginia about 1660"; or 
lineal descendants from one or more of the ten following Brooks who 
lived in Virginia before 1650, viz : William Brooke came to Virginia in 
1621; Bazil Brooke came to Virginia January 2, 1634; Robert Brooke, 
aged thirty-three years, landed in Virginia May 15, 1635; Henry Brooke(/) 
was living in York county, Va., in 1643 and 1646 ; (the following Brookes 
received grants of land in Virginia): William Brooke in Upper Norfolk, 
February 24, 1643 ; Richard Brooke, James City county, Va., August 28, 
1644; Nicholas Brooke, {ff) Middle Plantation, York county, August 

(a) Robert Brooke, 8r., "Gentleman Justice" of Essex county, 1692. This Maga- 
zine, January, 1907, p. 325 ; Ibid, April, 1902, p. 436. 

(6) Robert Brooke, Jr., the Golden Horse Shoe Knight. This Magazine, April, 
1902, p. 436 ; Ibid, July, 1903, p. 93. 

(c) Mary married Leonard Tarrant, Sr. This Magazine. 

(a) See Supra. 

(6) Supra. 

(c) This Magazine, July, 1903, p. 93. 

(d) This Magazine, January, 1902, p. 316; Ibid, July, p. 88; Ibid, January, 1909, 
p. 89. 

(e) Ibid, April, |1903, p. 413. Essex county was formed from Rappahannock 
District in 1692. 

(/) This Magazine, January, 1909, says that John Brooke of Bexford, in the 
county of Essex (England), July 25, 1646, appointed "Henry Brooke, Marchant, 
resident in Virginia, his true and lawful attorney— Barnaby Brooke, brother of the 
said John, died at sea on his way to Virginia." 

(ff) Mrs. Sarah Googins sued at law (in Virginia, 24th September, 1648) Nicholas 
Brooke. Deposition of Nicholas Brooke, aged 28 years— 25th September, 1616. This 
Magazine, January, 1909, pp. 109-110. 1664, Henry Brooke, merchant of London, 
purchased 500 acres and in 1646 he sold It to Nicholas Brooke, Jr., and in 1649 he 
conveyed it to his father, Nicholas Brooke, Sr. William and Mary Quarterly, July, 
1907,p.6; York county,Va., Nicholas Brooke, Jr.,1647, 500 acres; Nicholas Brooke, 

1645, aeres; Nicholas Brooke, Jr., 600 acres. William and Mary Quarterly, 

July, 1907. 
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13, 1646; Nicholas Brooke, chu'rgeon, July 22, 1649; Nicholas Brooke, 
chu'rgeon, 1649 (month not given); Nicholas Brooke, the younger, mer- 
chant, 1646; William Brooke in Lower Norfolk, October, 1658. (g) 
Richard Brooke, b. 1520, tn. 1552, d. 1593 (m. Elizabeth Twyne, d. 
1598) (h) had a son Richard and grandsons Richard and Humphrey 
(brothers of the Robert Brooke who came with eight sons to Maryland 
in 1650). There was a grant of land in Virginia to Richard Brooke on 
August 28, 1644 ; Richard Brooke, of Smithfield, Va., was probably 
named in honor of his great uncle (?) Richard Brooke, who lived in 
Essex county in 1699. (N. B. — Richard Brooke, of Mantapike, was 
probably named in honor of his maternal kinsman, Richard Tunstall.) 
For the following eight Brookes, probably born and certainly living in 
Virginia between 1700 and 1781, we find no ancestors, but must have 
descended from one or more of the fourteen Brookes mentioned on the 
preceded page, viz : James Brooke, witness to lease from Alexander 
Spots wood November 20, 1772, Spotsylvania Records, p. 295; Mathew 
Brooke, witness to deed from Abraham Rogers, &c, to Abraham Estes, 
September 7, 1742; Wms. Graves m. — and had two daughters and also 
sons — the daughters: 1st, Frances, m. John Tyler, of Essex; 2nd, Hannah, 
m. Wms. Philip Brooke, of Essex, and issue: Wm. Brooke, d. unmar.; 

Clarisa Brooke, m. Royston (William and Mary Quarterly) (**) ; 

Col. J. H. Brooke in a letter dated April 8, 1781, to the Governor (/); 
John William Brooke — the great great grandfather of Hon. A. J. Mon- 
tague (£); John and Thomas Brooke (/) voted for Burgesses in Essex. 

Moses Brooke was a soldier of the militia of Henry county, Va., 
which was ordered "nth day of March, 1781," to march to Hills- 
borough, N. C, preparatory for the battle of Guilford Courthouse. 
Who was he ?(»«). Francis Quarles m. Mary Garrett Brooke. Who 
was she?(«). B. E. Brooke was 1st Lieut, in U. S. Navy, July 8, 1833. 
Who was he? (o). 

(g) The authority for these land grants to six Brookes before 1650 is a letter, 
dated Richmond, Va., March 5, 1891, by R. A. Brock to Maj. J. T. Doswell, and also 
William and Mary Quarterly, as supra. 

(A) A son of this Richard Brooke (b. 1520, d. 1598), composed a quaint poetical 
epitaph still preserved in the church, Whitechurch, Southampton, England. See 
William and Mary Quarterly. 

(i) William and Mary Quarterly. 

if) This Magazine, July, 1902, p. 90. 

(*) This Magazine, October, 1907, p. 200. 

{I) A letter from Mrs. Ella (Brooke) Perry citing Essex Records, 

(m) This Magazine, April, p. 193. 

(n) William and Mary Quarterly. 

(o) Swinbourn's Life of Paul Jones. 
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(From Virginia county records : Henry Brooke, 1650, 659 acres ; 
Nicholas Brooke Jr., 1647, 500 a.; Nicholas Brooke, 1645, ; Nich- 
olas Brooke St., 1645, 5°° a ; Nicholas Brooke Jr., 1649, 500 a.) 

"Under this marble," (i.e., in the aisle in Bruton Church, Williams- 
burg, Va.,) " was found a grave marked ' Mrs. Prentis, OBT — 94. Mary 
Prentis daughter of John and Ann Brooke of York County, and the wife 
of William Prentis of Williamsburg, Virginia, died in 1794.' " By this 
grave were found two other graves, both of which were unmarked. 
This marble was placed here at the Restoration of the Church in 1905. 
(N. B. — The father of Mary Prentis was not the same John Brooke men- 
tioned in this Magazine July, 1905, p. 100, I ; Ibid, January, 1905, p. 383.) 
Then who was he ? Heads 0/ families, First Census U. S., 1J90 : Dud- 
ley Brooke 9 whites 10 blacks Mecklenburg County, 1782. (If the 9 
whites were his children, where are their descendants now ?) John 
Brooke 2 dwellings, 2 other buildings, no white souls, Orange County, 
1785. Su^ra. Walter Brooke, Fairfax, 1785. (The Commodore Walter 
Brooke?) 

This Magazine, April, 1903, p. 434: John Taliaferro, Jr., m. Sarah 
Frances Brooke, October 12, 1 808. Who was she? This is the seventh 
intermarriage between the Brookes and the Taliaferros. This Mag- 
azine, July, 1904, p. 108. 



